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for creating belief in the existence of a chimerical event
and of an imaginary credit, the squandering of sums
accruing from issues handed to them for a fixed
purpose, and the swindling of others out of all or part
of their fortunes." Those who stood to face these
charges were De Lesseps, his son Charles, Baron Cottu,
M. Marius Fontane, M. Eiffel, and Baron Jacques
Reinach.
The Panama Scandal was now on every tongue, and
occupied  a  prominent  position  in   the  newspapers.
Excited groups of citizens gathered in boulevard and
caf6 to discuss the case, and the eminent persons impli-
cated.     Widespread   sympathy   with   the   principal
figure was openly expressed.   It seemed a crying shame
that the old man who had brought such honour to
the name of Frenchman should thus be pilloried and
his own name dragged in the mire.    If legal action
had to be taken, why had it not been taken sooner?
That was the question posited by The Times.   " If M.
de Lesseps had been brought to trial when the Panama
JCanal Company stopped payment four years before,
when a host of small investors saw their savings swept
ruthlessly   away,    and    when    the    inextinguishable
optimism of the great projector continued to weave new
devices and excite new hopes that were seen to be
illusory, there would have been a strong public opinion
in favour of meting out swift and stern justice to all
those responsible, whether through incompetence or
something worse, for bringing widespread disaster into
thousands of French homes."   Surely, it was rather late
in the day now to indict a man almost on his deathbed,
and utterly incapable of defending himself.